
Environments on the iSERIES

Single Environment
The standard “out of the box” set-up for a customer’s AS400 is to have a single environment. This 
means that all the companies run out that machine use the same data library (QS36F) and program 
library (DES12P). 

To check the libraries on a system, enter the command DSPLIBL. The default data and program librar-
ies are included in the listing.

On a single environment machine, every user’s profile is pointed to the default libraries. 

Multi-Environment 
Multi-Environments are used in situations when a customer needs multiple sets of data. Examples are 
setting up a test environment, there are companies in countries, or when a company buys another one 
that has its own data and records. 

Note: It is very important to perform these steps accurately without missing any settings. If they 
are not performed correctly, the system does not issue a warning nor does it end the cre-
ation of the environment. However, the data will be corrupted and unreliable and it might 
not be evident until much later when unexplainable results start showing up. 

Before you start

You should probably check the iSeries machine to see if it has enough storage space to hold new data 
and program libraries. 

You can do this using either the WRKSYSSTS or WRKDSKSTS commands. 
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WRKSYSSTS

WRKDSKSTS

Setting up A Multi-environment System

1. To create a multi-environment, new data and program libraries have to be created. 

2. Determine the name of the new data library. Example - On Pental - we created PGMDTA. 

3. Next, use the Create Lib command to create the new library - ex: CRTLIB LIB(PGMDTA) 
TEXT('New Data Env Lib'). 

4. Then - copy the database from the existing default (QS36F) library into the newly created data lib 
(this step needs to be done by technical resource - i.e., developer).
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5. Next we need to copy the program library (DES12PRD) job description to a new job description 
whose name is based on the new environment you are setting up.

• WRKJOBD FVUSER/*ALL to see list of job descriptions.

• Use Opt 3 and then F4 to prompt to copy the DES12PRD job description. 

• In the New object field, key in the name of the new job description - in this example 
PGM12PRD..
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• On the job description just created, take Opt 2 (change) and press Enter. 

• This puts you into the change job description mode. Press F10 for additional parms. 

• In the Accounting code field, key in the name of the new data library created in step1 (PGM-
DTA). This is needed so that all upgrades are processed against the data library, keeping the 
test data library up to date with the same upgrades that run in the production environment.
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• Press Enter a couple of times to get to the Initial library list fields. Change the library QS36F 
to be the library name created in step 1(PGMDTA). 

• When done press Enter.
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6. Use the WRKUSRPRF to find an existing Dancik Application user profile (WRKUSRPRF *ALL)

7. Enter option 3 to copy an existing profile to the new profile. 

8. Enter the new user profile name and change the current library to match the library created in step 
1. 

9. Scroll down and change the job description to match the job description created in step 5. Press 
Enter to create.

10. Create a new library called QSEMPTY using the command CRTLIB LIB (QSEMPTY) TEXT('New 
Data Env Lib'). This will become the new default System 36 Files library. The Default files 
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library is set to QSEMPTY so that the default on the BLDFILE for the S/36 environment will be 
set to that, and if the Procedure that builds files is not set correctly, then the file will show up in 
the QSEMPTY library.

11. Next, we need to change the iSeries System 36 environment tables to accommodate the new 
multi-environment setup. Issue the command CHGS36. We will be changing the S/36 environ-
ment values so place a 2 beside the S/36 Environment Values. 

12. Change the Default files library from QS36F to QSEMPTY. Also make sure that the option to 
Use library list for files is “Y”

13. Press Enter to make changes and you are finished.
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